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de Witt was wounded; and on 20th August with his brother Cornelis was brutally
assassinated. It was hinted that William was implicated in the plot against
the de Witts; but there is no evidence of this. He did admit that he was
relieved by the removal of John de Witt: he even rewarded with a pension one
who was known as an implacable enemy of the murdered man; but to those
nearest to him he confessed that the murder filled him " with the greatest horror
possible/'

William was no match for the French generals operating against him; but
adversity taught him to be patient, and the tradition of his family demanded
a dogged resistance to the onward march of the attackers. Flooding their
lands the Dutch retired into the heart of their country; and protected by an
inundated countryside William was able to get the Dutch fighting forces into
proper trim for what obviously would be a protracted struggle. Severe frost
during the winter froze the protecting waters, and when news came that the
French were advancing across the ice, it seemed inevitable that the little republic
would be overwhelmed by superior numbers; but a sudden thaw drove them
helter-skelter back beyond the water line, and William was left free to continue
his preparations for the campaign during the coming spring. What he stood
most in need of was allies ; and to make good this deficiency he opened negotia-
tions with Spain and the Empire. Both states joined him in October 1673 ;
and in the following month he led a strong force of cavalry behind the French
lines to assist the Imperial troops to take Bonn. The raid was a magnificent
piece of daring: his feUow-countrymen could deny him nothing, and his
enemies applauded his courage.

The war was never popular in England, and in 1674, Charles II. was driven
to desert his friend Louis and conclude a separate peace. At the same time
Brandenburg withdrew from her engagements with the French king and joined
William. In consequence Louis was left to continue the struggle with Sweden
as his only ally. For four years longer the war dragged on; neither side could
claim spectacular victories; it was essentially a war of sieges. To state that
William showed himself an outstanding general would be an exaggeration;
but his dogged determination completely disconcerted the French; and his
refusal to accept terms which were not satisfactory to his country increased his
already great popularity in his own country. Again uncle Charles of England
tried to play an underhand game : his emissaries to the Hague were instructed
to persuade William that Louis was his friend and the Emperor his enemy;
and efforts were made to draw off the latter from the Dutch cause. But the
rather boorish Dutch nephew whom Charles in his heart of hearts despised
neatly turned the tables on his uncle when he sought and obtained the hand of
Mary, the daughter of James Duke of York, the English king's brother. He
dashed to England to marry her on 4th November 1677 ; at the same time he .